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tor a naval agreement between England and Russia which
would consolidate the naval forces of the Entente against
Germany. Naturally the Kaiser would be anxious to
consult with IVanz Ferdinand and his own Grand
Admiral as to the significance of these negotiations, and
as to the means of averting, if possible, what looked like
naval "encirclement."
Perhaps after all, however, the most important result
of the meeting at Konopischt was the effect that it had on
the Kaiser's psychology. On his impetuous and emotional
nature the murder made all the more vivid impression in-
asmuch as it had struck down a friend at whose home he
had been visiting so intimately only a few days previously.
The pistol shots at Sarajevo followed so closely upon the
roses at Konopischt that they intensified all the more the
horror with which he regarded all tyrannicide. Whereas
heretofore he had been restraining Austria from rash action
against Serbia, now he instantly envisaged Serbia as a den
of murderers, and unwisely allowed Count Berchtold com-
plete freedom to take any steps against Serbia which should
be deemed advisable at Vienna.
THE TRIP TO SARAJEVO
The Archduke's fatal trip to Bosnia and Sarajevo in
June, 1914, was decided upon many months beforehand,
On September 16, 1913, during the Austrian army maneu-
vers in Bohemia he spoke to Conrad of it. On September
29 Conrad discussed it in Vienna with General Potiorek,
Governor of Bosnia, who said it was the Archduke's inten-
tion to visit Bosnia as Heir to the Throne, to attend the
maneuvers of the XVth and XVIth Army Corps, and to
take advantage of the occasion to bring his wife with him,52
52 Conrad, III, 445. Whether the original suggestion for the trip came
from the Archduke himself, as is usually assumed, or whether it was due
to the request of General Potiorek, Governor of Bosnia, as I think more
probable, is not clear, Conrad says (III, 702): "On whose initiative the